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University Research Council 
Meeting of October 15, 2021 

 
 
Attendees:     Forrest Faison, Chair 

Roman Kondratov (Ex-Officio Member) 
Benjamin Ward (Ex-Officio Member) 
 
Valentin Börner    Christopher Mallett  
Maria Gibson    Meshack Owino  
Tatyana Guzman   Antonie van den Bogert 
Thijs Heus     Adam Voight   
Rama Jayanti      

 
Absent/Excused:   Deirdre Mageean   Roland Pourdavood 
      Gwendolyn Majette   Wei Wang 
      Kevin O’Neill    Wei Zhang 
 

Dr. Kondratov called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

1. Approval of Agenda for the October 15, 2021 Meeting 
Approved and seconded as written 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the September 10, 2021 Meeting 
Approved and seconded as written 

 
3. Office of Research Update 

a. USRA Poster Session 
�x The 2021 USRA poster session was the culmination of the 2020 and 2021 USRA programs, 

encompassing 65 posters 
�x Approximately 100 Cleveland State undergraduate students, including McNair Scholars, 

showcased their research and creative activity  
�x Despite uncertain times, the USRA program was successful in terms of student and faculty 

participation 
�x There is a strong need to increase faculty voting participation for the best poster award 

b. Graduate Faculty Research Support Program 
�x The Office of Research received six applications for the month of September 
�x URC members are reminded to encourage their colleagues to apply for GFSRP funding. Funds 

are distributed on a rolling basis as long as funds are available.  
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c. NSF GFFP Workshop Series 
�x The third edition of the NSF GRFP Workshop organized by Professor Shawn Ryan, and 

sponsored by the Office of Research,  was held throughout September 2021 with 7 participants 
�x The NSF Graduate Research Fellowship provides 3 years of full funding (Stipend + Tuition) for 

U.S. Citizen Graduate students (roughly 2000 awards given out per year) 
d. Academic Server 

�x Existing academic server is a legacy system that IS&T does not wish to maintain 
�x The Office of Research is trying to understand the faculty usage and needs and what is the best 

route to provide that to faculty?  
�x Qualtrics survey is being developed to gauge faculty usage and needs. URC members will 

receive the survey first and are asked to provide input before it is distributed to all faculty.  
�x URC members stressed the need to keep the old server in place until a new resource is fully 




